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Joseph Drew
EDITOR'S NOTE

One of the interesting aspects of growing older is that you get the
opportunity to undertake more fascinating jobs. Possibly, it is because
of the years of resume-building, or perhaps they figure that you simply
don't have enough years left to entirely mess it up. Either way, I have
found that as time goes by, the jobs on offer are much more intriguing
than they used to be.
After forty years in higher education, my day job now involves,
among other activities, going around to the several campuses of my university. I work with associates to gather necessary documents and then
I write up the applications which must be submitted to the accrediting
agency before a branch campus can be approved. It is a complex
process but I have learned a lot about the rules and regulations different
countries have for permitting an American university to operate within
foreign borders. People universally may thirst for American education,
but that doesn't necessarily mean that bureaucrats, pace officials, in
other countries agree and want to help slake that thirst.
Recently, I had the opportunity to travel to a legally non-existent
country in order to help prepare the accreditation documents. My destination was the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus. What a beautiful,
undiscovered, delightful land it is! To get there was not so easy, thanks
to the political situation. I was leaving from Israel, and the flight from
Tel Aviv to Ercan, the airport for the T.R.N.C., was, as the crow flies,
not far away at all. It should have been a short ride across the
Mediterranean Sea. But it took me many hours, because I had to fly
from Tel Aviv to Istanbul, wait in the airport there, and then fly back
down from Istanbul to Ercan. It seems, or so I am told, that international flying rules will not permit air traffic to enter the Turkish Republic of
North Cyprus except via Turkey.
But, regardless of the difficulties related to getting there, what a
pleasure it is when you do arrive. The mountains are folded up high
behind the coastal plain; they are stark, dramatic, and beautiful, the
results of geological movement eons ago. At the top of these hills one
sees Crusader forts - St. Hillarion Castle, for example, a watchtower
and residence of kings that looks out from on high over the
Mediterranean. In the old days St. Hillarion could have stopped, and did
stop, many invaders in their tracks - or rather, on their boats - especially during a continuous series of raids on Cyprus and the coasts of
Anatolia from the 7' to the 10'" centuries AD. The Mediterranean is at
h
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its most azure here in Cyprus, and the sun shines with special brilliance
upon the endless waters, making a lovely border for every picture postcard view from the campus.
The people of T.R.N.C. are very welcoming to foreigners, and one
is treated to extraordinary hospitality while on the island. The food is
delicious, the possibility of enjoying sports endless (water skiers take
off with grace from the docks), and they say that it rarely rains in North
Cyprus. Culture is pleasantly omnipresent. One local museum, for
example, is in a fortress and contains the still extant remains of an
ancient ship said to be one the earliest ever discovered. In addition, I
went to a concert featuring a huge orchestra and choir performing the
Mozart Requiem at the old abbey high above the coastal plain, and two
days later, while wandering through the town square of Girne (Kyrenia)
after dinner, ran across another city-sponsored concert. Sitting in a
lovely sidewalk cafe, we listened to Bach, Handel, and - perhaps surprisingly - Fiddler on the Roof. My conclusion: Who would have the
nerve to conclude that Turks are not real Europeans?
My time was consumed with assembling the documents (where
else would a license to operate a university be signed by the President?),
authoring a rough draft, and making sure that all necessary elements
were agreed upon by the several parties involved before submitting the
final version.
And, suffice it to say that my hosts were spectacularly kind.
But what interested me most as a civilizationalist is the fact that this
democratic, European nation of people has been brought together as a
result of a major population exchange. In 1974 the Greek Cypriots
spearheaded a coup d'etat against the government of the Republic of
Cyprus (which had come into being on August 16, 1960, after negotiations in Switzerland), and this brought on, in turn, an invasion by the
Turkish army five days later. There were great fears on all sides of massive violence between the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots and,
as a result, Turks fled north into the area protected by the Turkish army,
Greeks south to the area where the Turkish army was not present. The
Turkish Republic of North Cyprus was declared independent in 1975,
and the Greek-controlled areas devolved into the Republic of Cyprus.
It has now been more than thirty years that the two peoples have
been separated. How have they done? The Greek-controlled side has
done very well economically and politically. The Republic of Cyprus is
now a member of the European Union, with all the acceptance that
implies. The economic success of the south has been hailed by many
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/ccr/vol54/iss54/2
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and is a model for growth. In the north, not so much has occurred economically, although I saw lots of evidence of forward motion. The universities, for example, are thriving, and students travel to the T.R.N.C.
from all over in order to learn at some very fine institutions. The borders are opening and traffic now moves vigorously between the two
parts of Cyprus. And while the Turks last year voted in favor of the
UN's "Annan Plan" to reunite under a federated state arrangement, the
Greeks did not. So, the future of Cyprus remains, more than three
decades after the divide, unclear.
There are difficulties as a result of the political situation. For
example: the coast of the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus is stunning, surely as beautiful and charming (with little fishing villages, small
hotels, fancy restaurants) as that of the Mediterranean littoral anywhere
and some would argue much more attractive than it is elsewhere. Real
estate, however, costs a great deal less in the T.R.N.C. than it does along
other Mediterranean coasts - the South of France, for example, or the
Spanish, Italian or other seashores. But, although many are doing it,
buying in the Turkish Republic might mean that a clouded title could
result. There is always the threat that a former owner of the property
might file a suit somewhere alleging that the property still belongs to
him or her.
This is where I think the International Society for the Comparative
Study of Civilizations could come in. Ethnicity-based clashes over the
course of the Twentieth Century occasionally resulted in formalized
population exchanges. A population exchange occurs when two sides
agree to swap people who have wound up on the wrong side of history,
on the minority side of a new national boundary, for example. Turkey
and Bulgaria, two successor states of the Sublime Porte, signed the first
major such agreement in November of 1913, the Convention of
Adrianople. It called for the voluntary exchange of Bulgarians and
Turks, as well as their property, within a fifteen kilometer zone along
the newly drawn frontier. Since most of this adjustment was already a
fait accompli, the purpose of the document was to grant the cover of
legality to what was an actual fact on the ground.
In subsequent years, as the Ottoman Empire unraveled, the Greeks,
the Turks, and the Bulgarians all signed treaties with one another; they
exchanged populations and set up mechanisms with the goal of being
fair to everyone. Following the First World War and the Treaty of
Versailles, the rights of national self-determination and ethnic group
defense were incorporated in Minority Statutes which granted, among
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3

Comparative Civilizations Review, Vol. 54 [2006], No. 54, Art. 2

4

Comparative Civilizations Review

other group rights, the right to opt for another nationality and to move
to a new state under certain circumstances. As Joseph Schechtman
wrote of population exchanges, "at the time of the drafting of the World
War I treaties, it was generally agreed that the protection of ethnic and
religious minorities was a characteristic implication of the democratic
ideal and that the rights and interest of these groups could not be left to
the mercies of the states in which they were incorporated." As a result,
many thousands moved across newly created borders to new homelands
- although many thousands of others stayed put. And the mixed commissions that were set up did not always function well.
Later in the century many more individuals moved as the result of
the creation of new or growing states and the conflicts attendant upon
their births and expansion. People moved between Finland and Russia,
Romania and Hungary, to and from Germany. Even later, the births of
India and Pakistan, successors to the British Raj, saw millions on the
move. Sikhs and Hindus moved into the new secular Republic of India
while many thousands of Muslims moved into the new Islamic country
of Pakistan. Then, too, further to the west about 750,000 Muslims
moved from the emerging state of Israel to Arab lands while an equal
number of Jews moved from Arab states into Israel. Neither of these
exchanges has been totally concluded and in neither case were formal,
internationally-sanctioned mechanisms set up to recompense the parties.
There is a great opportunity for scholars to enter into the Cypriot
dispute, I think. It is my understanding that the Chief Justice of the
T.R.N.C. wants to sponsor a conference on the matter of land ownership
in newly-created countries. The issues are fundamental to the concept
of civilizations, I think, and can be placed within a reasonably large
context; who better than the International Society for the Comparative
Study of Civilizations could contribute to an understanding of the detritus that results from civilizational clash?
Perhaps both sides on the Cyprus dispute would benefit from a
deeper understanding of the theoretical issues involved and from a thorough study of the histories of such disputes.
The Chancellor of Girne American University, Serhat Akpinar, is
an expert of sorts on the earliest Cypriot civilization - the Alashiya
(Alasia) is mentioned in Egyptian, Hittite, and Mesopotamian records
and it goes way, way back - and he has invited the ISCSC to hold a
meeting on the campus as soon as possible. We have been offered free
accommodation in brand-new, modern dormitories, as long as the stuhttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/ccr/vol54/iss54/2

4

Drew: Editor's Note

Joseph Drew

5

dents who normally occupy them are gone for the summer vacation.
Why not take this opportunity to structure an ISCSC conference around
a theme which would have many practical, as well as scholarly, benefits?
In the meantime, I wish everyone a happy new academic year.
Please remember the forthcoming Paris and California conferences
and also please note the item on the back of this journal indicating our
search for a new Managing Editor (with an institution that will undertake to distribute the journal). The Wright State University has
admirably carried out this work until now, under the leadership of
WSU's Prof. Matthew Melko and Prof. David Orenstein, but we need a
repository for the journal and some minor administrative work which
occurs when we come out twice a year. The organization will provide
subvention for most of the costs involved, but we could use a new journal distribution headquarters and permanent storage site.
Joseph Drew
Manassas, Virginia
Special thanks to Professor Michael Palencia-Roth, a former president of the International Society for the Comparative Study of
Civilizations and a distinguished scholar in the field, for producing
the index to the journal. It can be found below, beginning on Page
79. This index, which covers the first 50 issues, lists all articles and
book reviews and presents the results in three different sections.
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